
              

     IBA Legislative Update 
      Week 12 
 
 

The second procedural hurdle (funnel date) of the 2021 Iowa Legislative Session comes this upcoming Friday, 

April 2. 

 

Some Outdoors Bills Need Action This Upcoming Week To Stay "Alive" 

 

With the "close of business on April 2" deadline looming for policy bills to remain eligible for consideration 

this year, here are the key IBA bills of interest that face an uncertain future: 

 

Action needed in chamber opposite of origin: 

HF 798 - No Hunting From the Back of a Pick-Up 

 

Not yet acted on by the chamber of origin: 

HF 806 - Nonresident License Set Aside for Outfitters 

HF 557 - Coyote Hunting Restrictions 

HF 550 - Antlerless Methods of Take 

 

Bills of interest: 

Some have asked about the (A) (F) (M) 

A – Against /oppose 

F – For / support 

M – Monitoring  

 

SF 587 (formerly SSB 1253) - Property Tax Overhaul w/Conservation Land Credit Cut (A) - Included in the 

omnibus tax policy bill is the elimination of the long-standing charitable conservation contribution tax credit. 

Currently, individual and corporate income taxes are reduced by an amount equal to 50 percent of the fair 

market value of real property located in this state that is conveyed unconditionally in perpetuity by the taxpayer 

for conservation purposes. The elimination applies to such conveyances occurring on or after July 1, 2021. 

Approved by committee 

 

SF 581 (formerly SF 464 and SF 427) - Deer Population (A) - Under current law, deer hunting licenses are 

allocated by zones and counties. The bill establishes a January antlerless deer hunting season in a county 

whenever that county has unsold antlerless deer hunting licenses available in its county quota set by the natural 

resource commission. The commission will establish the season dates. The bill sets the time when a person may 

purchase a license for the January season and states that the license is valid only in the county identified on the 

license. 

The bill makes a rifle with a barrel length of at least 16 inches and firing centerfire ammunition propelling an 

expanding-type bullet with a maximum diameter of no less than 0.233 inches and no larger than 0.500 inches 

and with a published or calculated muzzle energy of 500 foot pounds or higher the approved method of take for 

the January antlerless deer hunting season. 

The bill requires DNR to conduct a study to determine the estimated deer population in each county in this state. 

The bill also reduces the fine for taking an antlerless deer out of season from the current fine of $1500 down to 

$50. 

Approved by Senate Natural Resources. On Senate debate calendar 

 

 



SF 457 (formerly SF 311) - Dogs For Deer Tracking Clean-Up (F) - The bill strikes a provision in current law 

that requires the dog used for tracking a wounded deer and a person using a dog for tracking a wounded deer to 

both be trained in deer blood tracking. The bill states that an unarmed dog handler assisting in the recovery of a 

wounded deer is exempt from licensing requirements as long as the handler is associated with the licensed 

hunter who wounded the deer. The bill specifies that the licensed hunter who wounded the deer may dispatch 

the deer using a legal method of take authorized by the person's deer hunting license and consistent with all 

rules and regulations for that season. 

On Senate debate calendar (with House companion) Sent to Gov Reynolds to sign 

 

SF 352 (formerly SF 112) - Forest Tax Exemption Cut (A) - The bill provides that for assessment years 

beginning on or after January 1, 2022, the exemption for forest reservations and fruit-tree reservations is 75 

percent of the actual value of the property comprising the forest or fruit-tree reservation. 

Current law requires each forest reservation to be not less than two acres of continuous area. For assessment 

years beginning on or after January 1, 2022, each forest reservation must be not less than 10 acres in continuous 

area and the period of the exemption is for a period of five years. 

Approved by committee. Ways and Means Subcommittee: Sinclair, Bolkcom and Dawson 

 

SJR 16 - Hunting, Fishing and Trapping (F) - This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution 

of the State of Iowa providing that hunting, trapping, fishing, and the taking of game and fish, including by use 

of traditional methods, are a valuable part of our heritage that shall be forever preserved for the people and shall 

be managed by law and regulation for the public good. 

On Senate debate calendar 

 

HF 806 (formerly HF 60) - Nonresident Licenses for Outfitters (A) - The bill requires the natural resources 

commission to reserve 500 of the nonresident antlered or any sex deer hunting licenses for nonresidents who 

have made a reservation with a hunting guide company which company is currently registered as a business 

entity with the secretary of state and has maintained registration since prior to July 1, 2020. If fewer than 500 

nonresidents apply for a reserved license by the application deadline set by the commission, the excess reserved 

licenses shall be available for purchase in the same manner as other excess nonresident antlered or any sex deer 

hunting licenses. 

A nonresident shall include with the license application evidence that the reservation is scheduled  for a time 

during which the license is valid. Not more than 35 percent of the issued reserved licenses and not more than 35 

percent of the remaining licenses shall be bow season licenses. 

On House debate calendar 

 

HF 798 (formerly HF 94) - No Hunting From the Bed of a Pick-Up Truck (F) - This bill prohibits the discharge 

of a firearm from within or on a motor vehicle while in pursuit of game. The bill does not prohibit a person who 

uses a stationary motor-driven land conveyance intended to accommodate that person's physical disability from 

hunting from the conveyance as provided by rule. 

Passed the House 93-2. Referred to Senate Natural Resources 

 

 

HF 557 (formerly HSB 157) - Fur-Bearer Restrictions (F) - The bill provides that trespass does not include the 

unarmed pursuit on foot of game or fur-bearing animals by a person who lawfully injured or killed the game or 

fur-bearing animal that comes to rest on or escapes to the property of another. The bill provides that trespass 

includes the free casting of a dog or dogs from the road right-of-way or from an adjacent property onto 

adjoining property without the permission of the adjoining property landowner or tenant in the pursuit of 

coyote. "Free casting" means the intentional release of an unleashed dog to trail or track game. 

A person who commits trespass commits a simple misdemeanor, aggravated misdemeanor, serious 

misdemeanor, or class "D" felony depending on the circumstances of the offense. In addition, a person who 

violates the provisions of the bill is subject to existing civil damages in Code chapter 481A relating to 



unlawfully taking an animal. A coyote taken by a person while the person is violating the provisions of the bill 

is subject to seizure by the director of the department of natural resources or a peace officer. 

On House debate calendar 

 

HF 552 (formerly HF 23) - Dogs For Deer Tracking Clean-Up (F) - The bill strikes a provision in current law 

that requires the dog used for tracking a wounded deer and a person using a dog for tracking a wounded deer to 

both be trained in deer blood tracking. The bill states that an unarmed dog handler assisting in the recovery of a 

wounded deer is exempt from licensing requirements as long as the handler is associated with the licensed 

hunter who wounded the deer. The bill specifies that the licensed hunter who wounded the deermay dispatch the 

deer using a legal method of take authorized by the person's deer hunting license and consistent with all rules 

and regulations for that season. 

Approved by the House 93-0 (attached to Senate companion) 

 

HF 551 (formerly HF 147) - Non Ambulatiry Hunters (M) - Current law allows a nonambulatory resident to 

receive one any sex deer hunting license to hunt deer during any established deer hunting season using the 

method of take authorized by rule for the season being hunted. Under the bill, a nonambulatory resident 

receiving an any sex deer hunting license under this provision may use a shotgun, muzzleloading rifle, or 

straight wall cartridge rifle during any established deer hunting season except during a bow-only season as 

established by rule by the natural resource commission. 

Approved by the House 95-1. Approved by committee. 

 

HF 550 (formerly HF 406) - Antlerless Methods of Take (A) - The bill requires the natural resource commission 

to authorize a nonresident hunting deer with a license valid for the nonresident antlerless deer holiday season to 

hunt with a bow, muzzleloader, handgun, shotgun, or rifle firing straight wall ammunition, in addition to any 

other methods of take that the commission authorizes for the season. 

On House debate calendar 

 
 
 


