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IBA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Prez Message
I am honored to be the next in the long line of bowhunters to
serve as President of the Iowa Bowhunters Association. Who
knew that eleven years ago when Randy Taylor asked me to
write articles for the Bowhunter I’d eventually follow in his and
others’ presidential footsteps.
The responsibility of continuing and improving the voice that
the IBA has given to bowhunters for over 50 years will be
daunting, but I look forward to the challenge. With help from
all of you I will work hard to further the goals of the IBA to
promote, protect and defend bowhunting in Iowa.
As I mentioned, I’ve only been around for 11 years. I still
have a learning curve on the workings of the IBA. Trying
to understand how any organization has grown for over 50
years is difficult, the IBA no more than others and I still have
a lot to learn.
I understand it is tradition to have a personal photograph to
accompany the President’s Message. As some of you know
the reason the Cubs won the World Series last years is I grew
a beard, much like a hockey beard, to ensure their Series win.
The plan was to let it grow until they lost a World Series.
That all changed this summer. I made a vow to the baseball
gods that if the Cubs were below .500 at the All Star Break that
I’d shave my beard in exchange for the Cubs ending the year
over .500. At that point I didn’t care about getting into playoffs,
I just wanted to be above .500 at the end of the season and
being ahead of the Cardinals would just be a bonus.
The Cubs were several games below .500 at the break. A
vow is a vow. I waited until the last minute to shave hoping for
some other divine intervention on my beard’s behalf. It didn’t
come so moments before the first pitch that signaled the end
of the break, out came the clippers and razor.
I must have made a favorable impression on the powers
that be because the Cubs then won several games in a
row, catapulting them into the division lead. I took that as
a sign that I should let the beard grow again. Much to my
wife’s consternation I’m growing it back and in so doing any
photograph at this point in time makes me look like a bigger
derelict than I already am. Look for a photo in the future so
you all know what a handsome guy I really am.
Keep your bow tuned, your arrows sharp and your
wits sharper.
Chronic Wasting Disease. Three words that are changing
the way we think about deer hunting in Iowa. We have never
had to think about getting a deer we killed tested and then
decide if it was safe to eat or not. We have never had to think
about taking the carcass of the deer we killed out of an area it
was killed in and decide if it was safe to let nature recycle the
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bones and tissues. We have never had to think about the impact
this disease will have on the deer in Iowa and if our children or
grandchildren will have a healthy herd to hunt and consume.
One little piece of messed up protein is forcing us to make
choices unheard of a decade ago. We have to ask ourselves if
we are willing to make the tough choices necessary to try and
slow the spread of this disease.
Those choices include:
··•

Keeping deer carcasses from high risk areas of the state in those
areas or being responsible enough to dispose of the carcass
appropriately (Landfill).

··•

Stopping access to established deer feeding sites and not establishing
new ones.

··•

Increasing deer harvests in areas of high prevalence.

··•

Getting your harvested deer sampled for CWD.

··•

Supporting legislation or rules designed to limit the spread
of CWD.

··•

Ask your local deer processor what they do with carcasses from
increased surveillance areas after processing.

··•

Ask your taxidermist how they dispose of waste tissues and ask them
to contact the DNR to get a sample for CWD testing.

For those of us that hunt in the special CWD surveillance
zones, it is our responsibility to try to keep other areas of Iowa
from becoming special CWD surveillance zones. By making
the tough choices we may be able to slow the spread, but
there are tough choices to be made in Des Moines too.
We will never be able to stop deer from swimming into Iowa
or crossing State borders. On the other hand, our lawmakers
in Des Moines need to make some tough choices as well.
We need better rules on the captive cervid industry including
mandatory double fencing even after a facility is depopulated.
We need the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship (IDALS) to step in and permanently quarantine
the ground of a CWD positive facility and we need the DNR to
have the ability to quarantine the grounds of a CWD positive
shooting preserve.
Most importantly we need the legislature to make the
tough choice to pass laws that allow science to guide the
management of deer hunting in general and CWD in particular
not the commercial industries trying to maintain profits at the
cost of deer hunting in Iowa.
Tom Toycen
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EDITORS CORNER
BOWHUNTER - April is when the next Iowa Bowhunter
magazine is due for distribution, so please get your
articles, pictures, stories, and advertisements to me no
later than March15th.
Thanks for all the photos already sent in and keep up the
good work. There’s always room on the Gut Pile page.
Also, if you have a good picture for the front cover, feel
free to send that to me and mark it to be used for the front
cover. Please include a short caption of information with
each picture. Pictures are not returned.

Annual. If not sent as group, they will be shown in the individual
pages. Include a few short details about your animal (score, date
of harvest, etc). We don’t need a story just a little information.
Pictures are not returned.
Randy Taylor
9965 Shrine St.
Reasnor, IA 50232
641-793-2736
tayphoto@netins.net

To All IBA Members

Larry Krohn
3338 Sandy Beach Road NE., Solon, IA 52333
319-360-1707
ldkrohn@southslope.net

There are six bowhunter type pictures located somewhere
throughout this issue. Have some fun and see how fast you can
locate all six of them. They are: an arrow, a compound bow,
hunter cartoon, a set of antlers, shoulder mount of a buck, and
deer track. Answers in IBA related info section.

ANNUAL - July of each year is when the IBA Annual is due for
distribution; and the deadline is June 15th to ensure your photos
are included. A change has been made concerning how we
assemble the Annual and where you send your photos. All current
photos sent in will still be included, but all future photos should be
sent to Randy Taylor with contact information shown below. Award
winners from the Spring Banquet are always included; along with
other individual or group photos.

PS - If you have other ideas, stories, pictures or information, be
sure to send it to us. Each issue of this publication will improve if
we get input from our members.

The annual will now be designed in house by the IBA, so
your cooperation in getting photos to Randy would be greatly
appreciated; the sooner the better. You can send by email, hard
copy, or a CD through snail mail. If you send by email, please send
as full size file (1MB or larger). For 100% clubs, please send
your photos together as a group if you want your own page in the

Your editor

Youth
The junior area rep section is especially meant for you, so send
us an email about some ideas that we can put into motion. We
would also love to have the Youth Bowhunter page of our IBA
publication grow into something big.

Thanks,
IBA Board of Directors

EDITORS CORNER continued...
To All Area Reps (and all members)
Our membership needs to be more informed on what
is happening in all areas of the state of Iowa, as well as
surrounding states. As an area rep, it is expected of you
to supply information about your particular area to the
rest of the membership. This is accomplished though
articles in the Bowhunter. Please submit an article for
each Bowhunter issue (four total) to the Bowhunter editor.
Deadlines are shown in the editors corner of each issue.
We’ll look forward to your input.

www.iowabowhunters.org

If you have questions about your membership please
use this address
Corey Thorson, Treasurer
1648 Cordova Ave.
Pella, IA 50219
641-780-5068
corey.thorson@pella.k12.ia.us
Any other questions or problems please contact any
board member.
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SPONSORS
(Our sponsors support and believe in the IBA, please support your sponsors)

DIAMOND ($10,000 and up)
PLATINUM ($5,000 - $9,999)
GOLD ($1,000 - $4,999)
Bear Creek Taxidermy
Buck Hollow Sports
Grizzly

Heritage1865 Outfitters
Infinito Safaris
Nipigon River Bear Hunts

Raccoon Valley Taxidermy
Scheels
Sportsmans Warehouse

Ted Nugent Kamp For Kids
Whink Scent Control Products

SILVER ($500 - $999)
Rockytop Ranch
Raymond Bowhunters

Iowa Fish & Game Conservation
Officers Association

BRONZE (up to $499)
Adams Calls
Archery Field & Sports
Bass Pro
Beaverdale Confections Co.
Bucky Mountain Products
Cedar Ridge Winery
Craig Eckhardt
Des Moines Community
Playhouse

Finbonz
Fong’s Pizza
Glendell
Havalon Knives
Holiday Inn Downtown at Mercy
Campus
Hunters Specialties
Iowa Barnstormers
Isabel Bloom

John Sinclair
Kevan Pauls’ Fishing Guide
Service
Living History Farms
Mike’s Meat
Moberg Gallery
Muddy
Nose Jammer
Palo Outdoors

Perry Sievert
Riverside Hotel and Casino
Sahar’s Spa
Specialty Archery
Stoney Creek Inn
The Leather Guy
Wicked Outdoor Saws

Bear Creek Taxidermy
(Yes, I have beetles)

Dennis Vogel
Garrison, IA

319-270-8644

641-774-8093

screen_tech@iowatelecom.net
Your Artwork is Always FREE with any Apparel Order
www.iowabowhunters.org
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Buck Hollow Sports
Archery Pro Shop ~ www.buckhollowsports.com
Large selection of archery supplies, guns, ammo, optics, trail cameras,
muzzleloaders, and lots more for all your hunting and sporting needs.

Boyd L Mathes
~ 641-628-4586 ~
Hours vary, so please call ahead.
776 190th Ave ~ Pella, IA 50219

Heritage 1865 Outfitters
www.heritage1865.com
We specialize in upland bird hunts; but also have
deer, turkey, and waterfowl hunts available.

Travis Ewing ~ 641-344-1120
Russel, IA ~ email – barney@heritage1865.com

Infinito Safaris and Double Lung Archery Inc.
www.doublelungarcheryinc.com

Nipigon River Bear Hunt
nipigonriverbearhunt.com ~ bbearman@shaw.ca
Moose, Bear, and Wolf Hunting ~ Fishing ~ Scenery and Wildlife ~ Photo Opportunities

Bob Bearman ~ 807-887-3801 or 807-887-2813
Box 400 ~ Nipigon, ON, Canada ~ POT 2JO
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SPONSORS
www.scheels.com

The Midwest’s largest selection of sports, sportswear, and footwear.
Set your sights on the BEST GEAR this season.
~ Jordan Creek Town Center,
~ College Square Mall,
West Des Moines - 515-727-4065
Cedar Falls - 319-277-3033
~ Southern Hills Mall,
~ Coral Ridge Mall,
Sioux City - 712-252-1551
Iowa City - 319-625-9959

Grizzly

www.grizzlycoolers.com

Built For A Lifetime

Rotomolded Coolers * Custom Color and Logo
Drinkware * Grizzly Gear * and more

Whink Mossy Oak Scent Controls
Laundry Detergent * Field Spray * Field Wipes * Dryer Sheets
Game Stain Remover * Plus other household products

Eldora, IA - 817-874-0215
email – clambertsen@whink.com

www.whink.com

Sportsman’s Warehouse
www.sportsmanswarehouse.com
Hunting * Fishing * Camping
Reloading * Outerwear * Footwear
921 SE Oralabor Road ~ Ankeny, IA
515-963-3500
www.iowabowhunters.org
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Ted Nugent Kamp For Kids
www.tednugent.com/about/kamp-for-kids
Hands-On Values For Archery, Fishing, Air Guns, Wrist Rockets,
Wildlife Identification, and more

For more information ~ tnkfk.ia@gmail.com
Neola, IA

Iowa Fish & Game
Conservation Officers
Association

Raymond Bowhunters
www.raymond bowhunters club.com

Promoting and Protecting Iowa Resources

Rockytop Ranch
www.huntrockytop.com

Miles of secluded, peaceful comfort with no
public access. Hog, deer, and turkey hunting.
Fishing, trail rides, hiking trails, and bird watching.

Joe and Judy ~ 918-656-3564

8657 D 1277 Road ~ Lamar, Oklahoma 74850
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“POACHING
IS A CRIME”

Call “TIP”
1-800-532-2020
www.iowabowhunters.org

FEATURED 100% CLUB
Here’s your chance to put in a plug about your 100% club. Provide an overall
description of your range, history and origin, buildings, camping, food capabilities,
archery leagues, compare your club to others, provide driving directions, or
something of importance to your club; but you must be a 100% club. You could
also include any of your upcoming shoots and/or a couple pictures, but please
limit length to approximately 500 words. Only one club will be featured in each
issue. If more than one article is received, the first one received will be published.
The provider of the article must include a phone number to contact. Send your
article (word document or pdf) to your editor Larry Krohn at ldkrohn@southslope.
net. Please proofread before sending as the article will be printed as received.

From the West side

The Pottawattamie Bowhunters have wrapped
up another year of 3-D tournaments. The
Pottawattamie Bowhunters Club started in
1981 in the Council Bluffs area and has been
an IBA 100% club since 1985. We host
three outdoor 3-D shoots throughout the year
as well as a late summer member’s Wednesday night shooting and
gourmet campfire fare with drinks to wane away the weeks until
hunting season. We schedule what we refer to as AGRASH, the
Annual Great Rabbit and Squirrel Hunt, in late January for one last
chance to hunt Iowa before turkey season.

100% CLUBS

Clayton County Archers
Elkader, Iowa
Hickory Ridge
Bowhunters
Pella, Iowa
Pottawattamie
Bowhunters
Council Bluffs, Iowa
Benton County Archers
Luzerne, Iowa
Blackhawk Archers
Waterloo, Iowa
Raymond Bowhunters
Raymond, Iowa

Pine Lake Archers
Eldora, Iowa
Wapello Chief Bowmen
Ottumwa, Iowa
Webster Co.
Bowhunters & Archery
Fort Dodge, IA
Atlantic Archers
Atlantic, Iowa
Mid-Iowa Archers
Indianola, Iowa
South Central
Bowhunters
Chariton, Iowa

Johnson County
Archers
North Liberty, Iowa
Southwest Iowa
Bowhunters
Clarinda, IA
Echo Valley Archers
West Union, IA
Mohawk Archers
Mason City, IA
Riceville Archery Club
Riceville, IA
Border Brigade
Archery Club
Webster City, IA

Another club event is helping to put on the Ted Nugent Kamp For
Kids Iowa Kamp. This event gives 100 kids a chance to spend the
day in an outdoors skills environment, where they participate in
hands-on sessions in archery, air rifles, fishing, wrist rockets, and
other fun activities.
IBA members will be able to register boys and girls 9 to 14 years
old starting on January 15th 2018. Please E-mail Roger at
tnkfk.ia@gmail.com for more information. This kamp would not
be possible without the support of the Iowa Bowhunters and likeminded local sportsmen and women willing to volunteer their time
for the event.

2018 SPRING BANQUET
SAT MORNINGS 7 - 9 AM ON NEWS RADIO 1040 WHO

Starting July 2017, folks can watch Outdoors Traditions TV 24/7 on www.
gamehide.com or www.sportsmanswarehouse.com. There will be discount offers
for folks to buy gear at the Iowa Sportsmans Warehouse store or online just for
watching! Plus we are giving away $8000 in hunts and prizes for folks to try and win
just for watching on www.sportsmanswarehouse.com.
Dan Young grew up in
Washington Missouri
always enjoying the
outdoors and radio.
He has been working in
radio since 1997, where
he started at KLPW in
Washington MO. Dan
moved to Iowa from St.
Louis in 2002.

Dan can be heard on
the following radio
stations and shows:
“Outdoors with Outdoors
Dan Radio” Show On
News Radio 1040 WHO
AM every Saturday Morning in morning drive from 7:00 to 9:00am. This show
is heard in 8 states out of Des Moines.
Dan is the host of “The Outdoors Dan Show” Sunday nights 7:00 to
9:00pm. On KTRS - 550 AM “The sports Voice of St. Louis”, that hits all
over the Midwest.

www.iowabowhunters.org

Dan’s main mission is to reach out to kids and get them involved in the
outdoors as much as possible. He knows that the kids are the key to keep the
outdoors growing!
He is on several national pro-staffs including Elite Archery,
Game Hide Clothing, Magnus Broad heads, Pine Ridge Archery
Products, Arctic Ice, Camp Chef, and Alpen Sport Optics.
Outdoors with Outdoors Dan is an Award winning radio show!
In 2004 Outdoors Dan was honored to be named the “2004 Tall Man Award
Winner” by Muzzy broadheads, receiving this award at the 2004 Archery
Trade Association in Indianapolis, Indiana. Other winners for this award include
Matt McPherson of Mathews Archery, and Native American Writer Judy Kovar.
Outdoors Dan was named the 2003 Outdoor Communicator of the year by
General Sports Shows and the Des Moines Izaac Walton League!
Dan also received the Riess Tuttle Award for Conservation Communications
from the State Izzac Walton League June 2004. This was the second year in
a row that he won broadcaster of the year for his show!
Never listen to anyone when they say you cannot do something! You and the
good Lord upstairs are the only ones that know your potential! - Outdoors
Dan Young

IOWA BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION 9

2018 SPRING BANQUET CONT.
We have a change of venue for the next banquet
along with an attached hotel including an inside
water park, and on the same weekend as the
Iowa Deer Classic. Our guest speaker for 2018
is Outdoors Dan. You can hear him on the radio
at 1040 WHO; and starting July 2017, folks can

watch Outdoors Traditions TV 24/7 on www.
gamehide.com or www.sportsmanswarehouse.
com. As usual, bring your mounts of years
past to create an awesome display; and maybe
something other than whitetail to show our
diversity. Your board of directors is in short

supply of members and highly encourage new
blood to get involved and help improve both
our spring banquet and fall festival; plus make a
difference for all bowhunters in the state of Iowa.

Make a splash!

IOWA BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION SPRING BANQUET

51st Annual Iowa Bowhunters Association Spring Banquet
March 3, 2018
Questions?? Contact Jake Stien
Cell: 319-212-1265
Email: stien.jake@gmail.com
Venue Information
Ramada Tropics Resort
and Conference Center
5000 Merle Hay Road
Des Moines, IA 50322
800-946-5338

Ticket Information
* Tickets on sale January 1 through February 16.
* Purchase tickets via PayPal or printable form on website.
No tickets are mailed out. Pick up all tickets at registration the night
of the banquet.
Tickets can be purchased in the following quantities:

Hotel Information
• Indoor pool and water park, connecting/adjoining rooms available,
free wifi, free parking
• Make sure to mention you are with the IBA to get the special rate.
• Rooms must be reserved by February 14th to receive the special
IBA rate.
• No outside alcohol allowed in the banquet hall.

• Table of 8 $360 - (the only way to reserve your seat at the front)
• Individual tickets $45 - (open seating behind the reserved tables)
• Kids ticket $12 (15 and under)
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BONKERS WORLD

O Canada!
Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide,
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
I practiced, I practiced and I practiced then I
practiced some more. I was practicing singing the
Canadian National Anthem. Why? Because the
guys I was going to Canada with said the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police required the singing of
their anthem when anybody crosses their border
for the first time. Having never been north of
the 49th parallel I took my hunting companions
advice to heart. They even told me there was a
specific spot, a big red maple leaf, where I was
required to stand and sing.
I knew some guys that were going north to hunt
Esox Lucius this past August. They invited me to
go with them. Well, actually I begged until they
let me tag along. I bought rods, reels, rain gear,
spoons, spinners and steel leaders. I searched
the internet for all things Esox. “Y” bones; no
problem, shark like teeth; I laugh at them, razor
sharp operculum; bring it on.
There was a weight limit of 65 pounds of gear
and 35 pounds of food and beverages per hunter.
I weighed everything. I packed, unpacked and
repacked until I thought I had it right. All of my
stuff weighed 63 pounds. This left 37 pounds
for food and beverages. I figured my erstwhile
companions would bring enough food to feed me
so I planned on 37 pounds of beverages.
Of note, there is a duty on anything over 2
cases of beverages brought into Canada so to
save time and money by not paying the duty we
were going to stop in Canada to get all of our
beverages. Turns out in Canada there are two

www.iowabowhunters.org

kinds of pharmacies. One for medicines and one
for beverages (medicinal). The guys had been
there before and knew right where the medicinal
beverage pharmacy was.

looking for the designated singing spot. I even
forced my way forward in the van for a better
view. I wasn’t going to come all this way and
make all these plans just to be turned back.

Some of you are old enough to remember the
State beverage stores in Iowa. All the beverages
had a corresponding number up on a wall; you
told the clerk the number of the beverage and the
quantity you wanted. The clerk went to the back
and brought your selection out for you. Nothing
self-serve about it.

It was our turn at the border booth. I was shaking
like a ten year old seeing their first buck from a
tree stand. The guy in the booth asked for our
passports, they were handed over, I had my hand
on the door handle ready to jump out, find the
designated singing spot and sing. The guy in the
booth asked the driver a few questions, looked
us all over and asked the driver why the guy with
his hand on the door handle so nervous? “He’s
waiting to sing.” A knowing look flashed briefly
across the guy in the booth’s face and I thought I
saw the driver wink at him in the rearview mirror.

So it was at the Canadian beverage pharmacy;
look up what you wanted at the computer kiosk,
tell the beverage pharmacist behind the counter
what medicinal beverage you wanted and
how many. The beverage pharmacist took our
requests and summoned his minions to assist in
gathering the order. The beverage pharmacist
seemed to think it was a large order, but for four
guys on a six day Esox hunting trip I thought our
order was relatively small. I’m not saying that we
were planning on spending more time consuming
medicinal beverages than hunting Esox, but it
would be close.
You can tell at this point that I made it across the
border. We got to International Falls, gassed up
the van and the people in it, bought the allowable
two cases of beverages from a normal self-serve
beverage store and headed to the border. I was
getting nervous. I’d been humming O Canada for
the entire 6 hour tip. I’m not sure why, but they
made me ride in the back of the van. I’m probably
lucky they didn’t make me ride in the trailer.
As we approached the border, which is a series
of twists and turns around large buildings, I was
trying to find the designated singing spot which
was hard to do given my place in the van.
We got in the line at the crossing. We were the
third vehicle in line. I was able to see someone
getting back into the passenger side of the first
car. I thought he had probably been singing so I
looked for the red maple leaf designated singing
spot. I was starting to get more nervous. I broke
out into what I believe is called a “flop sweat.”
I wanted to perform their anthem with respect,
dignity and in fine voice because I didn’t want
to get turned back at the border and miss the
medicinal beverage consumption, err, uhhh, I
mean miss this fantastic experience in general and
Esox hunting opportunity in particular.
We moved up one vehicle. I was desperately

“All right, you gentleman have a good trip
and watch out for bears.” BEARS? Who said
anything about bears? There’s going to be bears
in the area? Big bears? Mad momma bears?
Holyohcrap. A whole new reason to be nervous.
After the stop at the beer pharmacy it was
nonstop to Red Lake. The only excitement for
the next several hours was the moose that were
crossing the road and the damn tourists that
stopped to take their pictures.
We made it to Red Lake and checked in with
the outfitter. We unpacked all of our stuff and he
weighed it. We were 250 pounds overweight.
They all gave me the hairy eyeball. I thought for a
minute they were going to make me stay behind.
The pilot kind of hemmed and hawed a bit but in
the end it was ok. He would leave some of the
normal supplies he usually carried behind. Just
not airplane fuel I hoped.
The next morning dawned clear. In aviator terms
it was clear, blue and 52 which means there was
plenty of visibility and ceiling. They had loaded all
our gear before we got there. I looked inside the
fuselage and saw plenty of room for more stuff,
but that isn’t how it works. It’s weight over volume.
A case of medicinal beverages doesn’t take up
much space but it does carry a lot of gravity.
Before we got in the plane we were given a
briefing about the camp. The “bear” word was
brought up again. There were definitely bears in
the area but as long as we dumped our cooking
oil far enough from the cabin we’d have no
problems. This of course prompted my question,
“how far is far enough,” to which my fellow
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travelers replied “until you can’t find your way
back.” Yeah, I felt the love on that one. They also
mentioned there were forest fires in the area.
“FOREST FIRES? You just got me calmed down
about the bears and now you tell me I might get
burned up?” Remind me the next time I go far
enough north that I need to worry about bears
and forest fires to stop at a Canadian medical
pharmacy and get some alprazolam. I don’t know
if it would be for my benefit or for the benefit of
guys I’m with. Either way it would help us all out.

The flight up to the cabin was 135 miles of
unremarkable. I’m a Plan B guy meaning that
I always like to have a backup plan in case
something goes wrong. My backup plan was to
walk out if I needed to. It was apparent in about
the first ten minutes of flight that there was no way
to walk through the Canadian wilderness to get
back to any form of civilization. There was nothing
but trees, lakes and rivers.
A word about the plane we were in. It was a De
Havilland DHC-3 Otter built in 1953 with the
serial number of 67. It was powered by a radial
engine that put out 1000shp. Although it was
older than I was and had some use, it just looked
like it wanted to fly. And fly it did. I was impressed
by how smooth the take off and landings were.
I figured with those big floats and as high as the
cockpit was above the water it would be difficult
to land. Not so much. John the pilot greased
them all. So my point here is twofold. You can
find out all kinds of things on the googler and I
think we could have doubled up on our medicinal
beverages and still had plenty of lake for takeoff.
We landed on our lake, got the cabin squared
away and about an hour later we were hunting
Esox. Well, at least I was, everybody else seemed
to have a fascination with a trash fish called a
yellow pickerel. They were catching them left and
right. I figured anything that easy to catch can’t be
worth the time it takes to make something called a
three-way rig. Whatever that was.

law but the fish had to be SMALL enough to eat.
Any yellow pickerel over 18 inches needed to
be thrown back. I caught one that was 18.5”. A
real keeper for a guy from Iowa but no, back in
the lake it went. We were a principled group. To
make it on the stringer the yellow pickerel needed
to be above 17” (our low limit) but less than 18”.
The closest I came to contributing fish for supper
was the 18.5” and a bunch of 15”. They only
kept 4 yellow pickerel for supper. I wondered
what they were going to eat because I was sure
I could eat all 4 and want more. They just smiled
when I asked them.
Finally the boat driver took me to a good looking
Esox hunting area. I spooned up and added a
large twister tail. The boat driver laughed and
asked who told me to use that rig. “Well, the guy
that sold it to me.” He looked quite skeptical. Two
casts later I was landing my first Esox. He wasn’t
very big and looked more like a hammer handle
or a snake than a fish but I was happy and the
boat driver was a believer.
We messed around in that small bay long enough
for us to catch and release several Esox, small as
they were it was a ton of fun.
The weather that day was warm and sunny.
The first time we were motoring down the lake
I was enthralled by the sheer beauty of the
surroundings. It was like being in an open air
cathedral; Michael Angelo could not have painted
the scene with any more clarity, verve or faith. I
don’t think I have ever been so relaxed, awed and
inspired ever before.

That evening I was made a believer. Four yellow
pickerel larger than 17” but less than 18” was
plenty for 4 hungry guys. There was a lot of meat
on each yellow pickerel. The boat driver had
cleaned and cooked the fish with the aid of his
son, a handsome young man who was called the
boat driver junior or just junior for short. While
the boat driver and junior cooked the fish outside
in the mosquitoes, Chef Dave prepared all of the
other accompaniments on the post modern gas
stove while taking his medicinal beverage like a
man. What was I doing? Supervising of course.
Someone had to hold the flashlight for the fish
cookers and fetch fresh medicinal beverages for
Chef Dave.
When supper was done, the dishes cleaned up
and the oil dumped far enough away from the
cabin to discourage bear visits yet not so far
for me to get lost, I stood outside to watch the
Borealis. Unfortunately the skeeters found me
and by the time I got back inside I was dizzy from
the blood loss. The other guys said about the
mosquitoes: “This is nothing; you should see them
when they’re thick.”
That night the weather turned. It rained most of
the next day and when I say “rain” think “came
down in buckets.” The boat driver said if it was
just rain we’d go out but it was too windy as well.
It did break late that afternoon so we made a
beeline for the boats. We only had time to catch a
few more yellow pickerel before we heard thunder
so we skedaddled back to the cabin. I didn’t get it.
I said thunder never hurt anybody. The boat driver
suggested I could go back out by myself and hold

So I played along, I jigged for yellow pickerel.
Caught a few but was bored outta my gourd. I
couldn’t even consume medicinal beverages on
account of they were illegal to have in the boat.
Not that we were worried about lake patrols or
game wardens being this far from civilization
but it is a matter of principal and we were a
principled lot.
They messed around and caught enough yellow
pickerel for supper. I had never heard of such a
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a graphite rod in each hand while standing in the
aluminum boat in the middle of the lake if I wanted
to. He made it sound pretty ominous, I’m still not
sure why it would have been dangerous but I
stayed in the cabin and preened my feathers with
the others.
The next couple of days was a battle between sun,
wind and rain. The morning we flew to the cabin,
the outfitter made a point of saying we could do
campfires and shore lunches if we wanted but it
was pretty dry and if it could be proven that we
started a forest fire, we would be liable for the
cost of putting it out. We want to know where
to send the bill for providing the rain to put the
fires out. If we were expected to pay for starting
a forest fire shouldn’t we be paid for putting them
out? Come on Ontario, where is your sense of fair
play? Anytime you need rain, pay for our trip and
we’ll be more than happy to bring you all the rain
you need.
Finally on our last day the weather was nice. Cold
but sunny skies and calmer winds. The bite had
been tough because of the weather changes and
today wasn’t going to be an exception. We had
caught enough yellow pickerel everyday to eat but
it was still a tough bite. We caught our stringer of
fish that morning so during the afternoon we could
relax and not fish for meat; therefore we decided
to hunt for Esox.
Now I was pumped. We went back to a couple
of areas that looked promising. We motor trolled
for a few minutes and the boat driver hooked into
an Esox that was full of fight and gravity. The boat
driver had the fish hooked well and fought him
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until the fish was close enough for me to net. And
net him I did. I looked in the net and saw 34” of
pissed off pike. I looked at the boat driver and
said “He’s all yours pilgrim.” The boat driver gave
me a look that suggested I should go home and
number my feathers. He then gave the pike a look
that said, “I’m the alpha pike here; you just need
to settle down some.” The pike actually stopped
thrashing almost as if it had been in this situation
before and knew if it behaved the hook would
come out and he would be put back in the lake.
The boat driver reached in the net with his big ol’
man hands, popped the hook right out, held the
fish up for a couple of quick pictures and gently
put the pike back in the lake. It swam away as if
nothing had happened.
Then it was my turn. I put on a 5 of diamonds
patterned spoon, cast to the side and let it troll
behind the boat. I was sitting sideways in the boat
with my legs up on the gunnel. Relaxing, enjoying
the sunshine and chatting with the boat driver.
That changed abruptly. I thought I had snagged
a log, but a log doesn’t pull sideways and shake
the pole.

Finally I got him close enough for the boat driver
to net. All of the pike’s get up and go had not quite
gotten up and left. He still had some energy. We
could see the pike had inhaled the spoon, the boat
driver brought the pike into the boat so we could
try and get the hook out without too much harm to
the fish. The boat drivers’ big ol’ man hands went
around the fish to secure it while I tried to get the
jaw spreaders in. It all happened so fast I still don’t
know how it worked but the jaw spreader actually
got behind the hook, popped it out at the same
time as the fish shook his head and the spoon
nearly hit the boat driver in the noggin. Not that
there’s much of a noggin to hit, but it was close.
I held the fish up for a couple of quick photos
and back in the lake he went, apparently none the
worse for wear. Oh, and he was only 29.5” of
scaled and slimy fury. My sense of ethics won’t
allow me to call him 30” only because there are
witnesses to the contrary. Had I been alone the
pike would have grown an inch an hour and a
pound a day.
We started casting and caught a few more of the
smaller Esox then it was back to jigging for those
trashy yellow pickerel. It was kind of a relief for
me in that I didn’t want to mess with any more
large fish with bad attitudes. I came to Canada
with ten fingers and I wanted to go home with all
of them.
That night we started getting ready to fly out. The
plane was supposed to be there in the morning
at 1000. We awoke to heavy fog (on the lake
not in our minds) and the thermometer read 32
degrees. The plane didn’t arrive until 1400. It was
time to bid the place farewell. As the beauty of the
north woods slipped away under the wings I knew
I’d be back to do battle with the big pike, enjoy the
company of good friends and savor the solitude
the True North can bring.

The fight was on. I’d gain some ground and the
pike would gain it back. I’d pull him left and
he’d circle the other way. I would pull him up
and he would dive back down. This went on
for what seemed forever. While I was playing
him, or was he playing me, I was thinking of
the boat drivers pike and how I wanted nothing
to do with it. I really wanted this pike to be all
tuckered out before I tried to get him out of the
net and up for pictures.
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Fifty-two degrees on November 28th and I was
freezing. Why? Well, because I was cold so the
better question is why was I cold? The most
obvious answer is, and let’s say it all together
because I know you’re all thinking it, “Bonker,
you’re a wussy.” Truer words were never
spoken. The wind was north northwest and felt
like it was blowing off of a glacier. My smarter
than me phone said the speed was 17 mph. The
way the tree was rocking I’d guess it was a bit
higher than that.
Today’s plan was the result of several days of
seeing deer pile into the west side of a very long
food plot. I could see the west end of the plot
from just about every stand on the farm that I had
the courage to climb into. There are some stands
on that place that I think a guy needs to be part
squirrel to get into.
I know, you’re thinking, if that’s the case then I
shouldn’t have any trouble getting into any stand
anywhere but I’m not a squirrel, just squirrely.
Some of you may say that’s a distinction without a
difference, but I know the difference. There was a
particular ladder stand on the east end of the very
long food plot that was in a giant old oak tree that
I always enjoyed sitting in. I had sat there in safety
and relative comfort many times this season and
watched a nonstop food orgy at the west end of
the food plot, over 200 yards away. Deer would
come in from the west, pull out turnips, chew,
swallow repeat. They’d eat their fill, go back to
bed in the timber as the next shift of hungry deer
had at the turnips.
To further describe the food plot, it’s 200 yards
long by 80 to 100 yards wide, the length running
east to west. There is a ridge running the length of
it with the longer slope running down to the north
into cedar trees and hardwoods. To the south, the
shorter slope runs to incredibly dense cedars. The
plot is in brassicas on the north, rye in the middle
and clover with an oats nurse crop on the south.
The deer would normally come up an old
overgrown access trail on the northwest corner
of the food plot and graze like cattle from there.
Most stayed in the brassicas, some would venture
into the rye which was bifurcated by the ridge.
Very few even slowed down for the clover, the
clover wasn’t very well established yet.
What I had noticed was once the deer got to the
ridge they didn’t like being there so a few of them
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moved quickly to the south to the dense cedars or
back north, downhill, to the brassicas.
The plan was to hunt a stand at the southwest
corner of the plot about 60 yards from the
overgrown access trail on the NW corner of the
plot. Screw the wind, just hunt, right? Remember
the wind is NNW at 17. Given the bedding areas
around the plot and the access to the stand, the
wind needs to be northeast. The NNW wind will
let the deer get into the plot from the area they
have been entering but it was our guess with the
strong NNW wind the deer would be bedded
down in the dense cedars to the south.
This was to be my last day in deer camp so I
elected not to go out early, not that I ever do
anyway because I’m such a wussy. I packed up
my mountain of gear and cleaned up the cabin
so I could hit the road as soon after sundown as
I could.
I packed, I cleaned, I checked the weather. The
wind was still as forecast NNW at 15, the current
0900 temp was 46. With this wind I’d have to
circle all the way around the plot and come in
from the southwest, turning a 400 yard as the
crow flies walk, into a mile long trudge mostly
uphill with a ton of my mostly unnecessary gear.
What happens when a guy “trudges”? He
sweats. I trudged very, very slowly, but by the
time I got to the stand with all of my base layers
on and all of the mostly unnecessary gear I was
hot and out of breath.

I climbed up the ladder stand and sat down. I
let the wind blow over me and cool me off as
I caught my breath. I didn’t really care that I
was blowing my stench into the bedding area
we thought the deer may be in, I was out of
breath and I was hot. Once I got all of my mostly
unnecessary stuff hauled up and stowed, I could
breathe again and my base layers (yes, way
more than 1) were drying out some. Just for time
reference it was 1030 and the temp was 50.
By 1100 I was ready to zip the legs closed on my
bibs and put on my next layer, a nice heavy wool
sweater. Ahhhh, warmth and since it was on the
hour, I treated myself to a small Snickers bar. Like
I said, my smarter than me phone said the wind
was 17mph and still 50 degrees. 1200 found
me putting on yet another layer, the ubiquitous
Under Armour hoodie and since it was the top
of the hour I had another Snickers bar. There
should be deer out there eating turnips. But there
weren’t. Did I let my stench get blown into the
bedding area and chase them all away? After all,
I hadn’t showered in four days and the trudge in
could only have made my earthy aroma earthier.
I’m going to take a moment here to talk about
the wind and the stand. This ladder stand is over
20 feet up in a cedar tree. In stark contrast to
the ancient oak at the other end of the food plot,
the tree trunk just above the top of this stand is
probably 6 inches in diameter. The stand has
extra bracing between the tree and the ladder,
the seat portion, which is big enough for two men
or one fully loaded Bonker, is strapped three
different ways to the tree plus the shooting rail is
behind the trunk so the stand can’t fall forward.
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This thing is way up there but it is safe and I
trust it, but that didn’t keep my seat cushion from
getting pucker marks in it. I felt like I was riding in
a row boat in a class 5 hurricane.
There were a few gusts that had me concerned.
The stand faces north so the wind would blow me
backwards far enough to cause me to pucker, but
the spring back when the gust was past was just
as bad. That was by far the most I’ve ever been
whipped around in a tree.
I checked my smarter than me phone. 1230, 52
degrees the wind is still howling and I think there
are actually chunks from the glacier blowing by.
I’m starting to get cold. I told myself to wait until
1300 to put on my last layer. I’d reward myself
with two Snickers bars if I could hold off putting
on my last layer until then.
I can’t believe with this wind I actually dozed off
for just a moment. Usually I don’t mind that, but
I have to stay awake because this is my last day
in the stand. There aren’t enough layers to get
me out in late season if I’m cold at 52 degrees,
so this is it. Did I dare risk the side effects I knew
I’d experience from consuming the energy drink
I carry in my mostly unnecessary gear? I’ll make
that decision at 1300, which must be just a
minute or so away.
I snuck another peek at my smarter than I’ll ever
be phone. 1241. Screw it. I pulled out my last
layer, a heavy windproof hoodie and slid it on.
Ahhhh, instant warmth. I pulled the energy drink
out of my other pack and downed it. Ahhhhh
instant energy. I pulled two Snickers bars out of
the same pack. Ahhhhhh, instant self-gratification.
Now I was warm, I was energized and I was
gratified and soon I was sure I’d be even more
gratified by deer in the food plot. It was 1300. I
was finally warm, I was wide awake and I was full
of Snickers. It was time for the dinner bell to ring
and the deer to show up. And show up it did. A
fawn appeared on the plot right where I’d watched
them come out all season. It spent the next 15
minutes eating turnips before it decided it was
time to go back to bed, but instead of going back
into the timber from where it came it decided to
come over to my side of the plot and go down
into the dense cedars.
It passed in front of me at 15 yards, cut my trail
and kept on walking. Well, that was a start. I had
been texting back and forth with Winterkill the guy
who was gracious enough to let me befoul his
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pristine hunting ground, stink up his cabin, use all
his firewood and drink all his bourbon. He was
trying to decide if he wanted to go hunting or not.
Based on what I was seeing, or better put not
seeing, he had decided to stay home.
I sat there in the stand contemplating all the
problems of the world waiting for it to be 1400 so
I could have another Snickers. Just when I was
reaching into my pack for my hourly reward
two more fawns came out right where they
were supposed to and this time following them
was momma. The three of them did what I had
seen hundreds of times before; they grazed in
the turnips.
They turned their backsides to me so I snuck a
Snickers anyway. Just when I was unwrapping
it, another threesome came out to chow on the
turnips. Now I had six deer about 60 yards away.
I decided if the mommas came my way I’d take
one. Eventually one of the mommas turned
toward me and decided it was time to go into the
dense cedars. She was moving along at a slow
pace, taking a few steps, eat a turnip, look around
and repeat.
Again, just as I’d seen before, she got to the rye,
grazed a little and when she got to the top of the
ridge decided it was time to pick up the pace and
get into cover. She fast walked right for a wellused trail that would keep the branches of the
cedar tree between us.
I shifted for a shot that would be to my right
through a small lane. She was at ten yards when
she heard the stand creak and stopped just
short of the lane. I had to ask myself why did
that particular creak stop her? The wind was still
blowing hard enough that the stand had been
making creaking sounds the whole time she had
been in the turnips. Why stop now?
She stood there for what seemed like forever then
took the steps necessary to move into the lane. By
now her fawns had caught up to her. I shouldered
the crossbow, lowered the barrel to get the sights
on her and tinked it on the backwards facing
shooting rail. That was all it took. She and her
twins were gone in a split second.
I was shaking. Was it because of the close
encounter or the energy drink? Who knows. I
looked back out to the food plot thinking for sure
the other three deer would be long gone. Nope,
still feeding. I had plenty of time to study them and

again decided the doe was big enough to whack.
I tell you what; if range finders could kill, those
deer would have been toast many times over.
Once again, the doe grazed to the edge of the rye
but this time she moved enough just to be over on
my side of the ridge and of course as luck would
have it she stopped in front of a branch.
This was no regular branch, it was a spindly little
cedar bough that was hanging down a yard or
so in front of me. With the relative closeness of
the bough and the relative distance of the doe
the bough was just big enough that it covered
her vitals so I couldn’t take the shot. The crazy
part was when the wind gusted it would blow
the bough out of the way giving me a perfect
20-yard broadside shot. Had the doe been a few
more feet in any direction or the bough a few
more inches out of the way, the shot would not
have been a problem. But no, she had to stop
right there.
I actually contemplated getting ready and when
the wind blew the bough out of the way, I’d take
the shot. But it just wouldn’t be right because the
wind would blow the bough, then me, then the
stand and could have altered the shot so I passed.
Again, after what seemed like forever she moved
toward the same trail as the first doe and again
the same thing happened. I tinked the shooting
rail. I had even sat taller and a little more forward
thinking I could clear the rail, but nope, the tink
was all it took. She was gone with her fawns right
behind her.
If I had the shakes before, now I was having
convulsions. I tried to text Winterkill and had a
heck of a time with the touch screen. Every letter
was repeated several times because my finger,
I’m a one finger texter, would hit the same letter
several times before I could move to the next. I’m
sure it was the result of that energy drink.
Even though it seemed as if that sequence of
events had taken an eternity to unfold, it had only
been 30 minutes. Too soon for another Snickers
bar, not that I needed any more stimulation from
carbs but I wanted one. No, I needed one. I had to
have one. I needed to feed my Snickers habit. The
only thing I can compare my attempts at opening
the Snickers bar in my current state of the shakes
would be to a monkey on crack trying to do brain
surgery. It was ugly, it was messy and something
was going to die. But the Snickers bar died a

IOWA BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION 15

BONKERS WORLD CONT.
valiant death, it fought me to the end. Then it
started all over again; another deer came onto the
plot from the very same place as the others. This
time it looked to be a doe by herself. Hmmm,
does that mean there is a buck in the bushes?
While I waited for the buck to step out I had a
good look at the doe. She had a long neck, long
snout, wide nose, wide brisket and looked tasty
on the hoof. I looked back to where the doe had
come and sure enough, I could see brown in the
brush. But how much brown?
The deer in question stepped into the plot.
It was a buck alright, the doe’s button. I was
disappointed to say the least. All season long
from the comfort and stability of the oak tree
stand at the other end of the food plot I had seen
buck after buck after buck come from that trail
and on to the food plot. Where were they today?
I guess they were wherever they wanted to be
and they didn’t want to be on the plot.
This doe’s actions were a carbon copy of the two
previous does. Until she got to the rye. Instead
of going to my right and staying behind the tree,
she came to my left. She slowed down just
before she got to my huge shooting lane and I

thought I was going to have to play peek a boo
again. When she got into my lane she must have
spotted the only clover plant that was growing
and stopped to nibble it. It was a fatal mistake.
She was just under twenty yards and slightly
quartering to. I touched the trigger, heard a good
hit, she jumped and came down dragging her
front leg. She made it the few yards to cover and
seconds later I heard her pile up and wheeze her
last breath.
As long as I’ve been hunting, I’ll never get
used the paradoxical feeling of exhilaration and
sadness. Exhilarated that I had just put meat on
the table yet a profound sadness that I had to
take a life to do it. Unless it’s a possum, then all
feelings are off.
I sat in the stand for a few more minutes. I
shakily texted Winterkill that I thought I had one
down and I was going to climb down and look
for her. I went to where she had been standing
when I shot her but didn’t see any blood or hair.
I went to the edge of the cedars where she
had gone in and didn’t see any blood but I was
confident she was down. I moved to the trail I

had come in on and walked back down the hill
looking into and under the cedars.
Then I spotted her. She had piled up under a
cedar on a well-used deer trail. I went into where
she laid and back tracked the blood. There
wasn’t much but I could follow it the 40 yards
back out to the plot. I looked for the arrow but
couldn’t find it.
I went back to where she laid and tagged her.
The best news was it would be a short downhill
drag to an easy place to gut her and get her
into a truck. I had just got her pulled out and
Winterkill pulled up. He went to look for my
arrow as I got ready to gut her. I had lost two
other arrows in the same food plot turkey
hunting. Neither Winterkill nor I liked the idea of
a broadhead in a tractor tire. It took him about 2
minutes to find the arrow. I still can’t figure how it
got to where he found it. I’ll never ever admit that
Winterkill is a better arrow finder than I am. I will
stipulate that he is just luckier than I am.
I hope everyone else stayed warm and was
successful this deer season. I hope to see you all
at the Spring Banquet.
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WOMEN OF THE IBA
This Women of the IBA page is designed to give our ladies an opportunity to include things that men
would never even think about. We are always looking for ways to improve and get people involved.
All information can be sent to your editor Larry Krohn at ldkrohn@southslope.net.

DNR NEWS

This DNR NEWS page is designed to give our members some insight on what our Iowa DNR is doing and planning by including
an article in each issue or by answering questions from our membership. All questions can be sent to me (Larry Krohn, ldkrohn@
southslope.net), and I will forward them to the appropriate people. Both the question and answer will be published in the same
issue. Names will not be included in the questions.

Iowa Bowhunters Fall
2017 DNR update
Time for Preparation

Everyone knows the devil is in the details.
Being prepared is the key to a successful
outcome. As fall approaches this is the time
for harvest of all the bounties Iowa has to
offer. All of our time is precious and the little
time we get to spend in the woods can be
much more enjoyable if we are prepared. This means not only
gaining permission, scouting, equipment preparation, but after
the hunt details as well. The Iowa DNR prepares much like you
do for hunting. Populations have been accessed, seasons set,
areas managed and now we wait for your participation. What this
hopefully results in is a well thought out manageable plan that
continues wonderful Iowa traditions. But traditions are only as
good as they are passed on. If you haven’t realized it our hunting
population is aging and we are not seeing youngsters participating
at the same level as in the past. Who is to blame? Maybe it is just
a sign of our lifestyles. However we know that participation is a
factor of experiences. Experiences and knowledge are passed along
from mentors to students. The Iowa DNR and many states are
investing much planning efforts into a program referred to as R3
(Recruitment, Retention, Reactivation). What has been discovered
is that hunting and fishing are truly social activities. Although we may
want to have the solitude of the big woods, or the duck marsh to
ourselves, we still want to interact with others that are like us. This
is the social interactions that build a community that supports each
other. Challenge yourself this fall to be part of the R3 community.
Take someone scouting with you, be a mentor to a new hunter, share
a harvest with someone who no longer is able to go out. Keep the
community engaged and growing. It is this support that will continue
Iowa traditions and keep Iowa’s wildlife healthy and strong. It is
always time to get prepared.

Fall Forecast
Past regulation changes have allowed Iowa to remain at a relatively
stabilized deer herd. Despite the odd spring and summer weather,
hunters should expect good opportunities throughout most of the
state. Two regulation changes were made for the 2017 season.
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Antlerless quotes
were adjusted based
upon input from
the public and local
wildlife managers.
These changes help
to manage the total
deer herd at a more
localized level. You
will notice some
counties in the East have increased quotas while a few in the
West have lower quotas. Overall most counties saw little change
from 2016. For county quotas see page 6 of the 2017 hunting
regulations booklet.
The second regulation change is the addition of straight wall
cartridge rifles to the youth, disabled and shotgun seasons. The same
ammunition that is allowed for pistols is the only ammunition that is
allowed for straight walled rifles.
Remember to work with landowners to help them with managing
deer at the levels they are satisfied with. Report your harvest, and
have a safe hunting season.

EHD
EHD continues
to be a concern
around the
Midwestern states.
Kentucky is the
only state currently
reporting a spike
in EHD cases.
Iowa has had few
suspect cases this
year. Hunters are
encouraged to report suspected cases to the Iowa DNR. You may
contact us through your local conservation officer or contact the
Chariton Research station at 641-774-2958. We will continue to
compile a map of suspect EHD cases throughout the fall and up until
the end of November. Despite the drought conditions in southern
Iowa, EHD cases may be lower this year due to mild past winters.
There may be some immunity against EHD present in our current
deer herd.
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CWD
The Iowa DNR will continue to collect CWD samples across the
state this fall. We encourage everyone to submit samples through
your local wildlife management unit. The more samples we can
collect early in the season helps us make more timely decisions.
Early detection is the key to this disease. We are especially
interested in older age bucks. Research shows that these animals

provide a greater chance of detection in the population. Most
counties will continue to collect 15 samples for surveillance as in
the past, with the counties along the borders having higher numbers
of samples. Southwest Iowa will be asked to increase the amount
of samples this year with the detection of a wild positive deer in
Southeast Nebraska. We will be collecting over 4,500 samples
again this year. With reduced staff this makes this one of our greatest
challenges and we truly appreciate hunters that step up and help us
with this tremendous effort. Those that have provided samples in the
past are greatly appreciated. Your participation is key in allowing us
to continue managing this world class deer herd.

Fall Bowhunter Survey
You may be one of the chosen few this fall.
Each year the Iowa DNR conducts a fall
bowhunter survey. Your clear eyes and long
hours in the tree stand provides valuable
data to a suite of species that sometimes
are rarely seen on the landscape. These
observations can be broken down into regional data that assists
us in looking at population trends. It can be one of our best peek
at how Iowa wildlife may be changing. If you are one of the select
few that receives this survey please take it seriously, you are truly
representing the wildlife of Iowa. Past survey information is available
on the Iowa DNR webpage.

IBA Newsletter DNR Dec 15, 2017

Models are Not Just Christmas Presents
We all remember the days of getting our first
model airplane or model car for Christmas. Mine
was a replica of the USS WASP. (A model aircraft
carrier with all the bells and whistles.) The only
problem is that it was in about 800 pieces that had
to be meticulously assembled. When completed
it would only still only be a replica of the original.
I bring this up because this was my first exposure
to modeling, predicting and patience. Fast forward
a couple (four) decades and a lot of statistical
classes later and I find myself, along with some
very skilled colleagues still doing the same thing.
Taking bits and pieces of data and information
and assembling it into the best representation of
what reality probably looks like. Working with
Iowa’s deer herd is a constant trial of patience
and assembly. Unlike the known static 800
pieces of that aircraft carrier the Iowa deer herd
is in a constant state of flow. Monitoring harvest,
reproduction, disease, human interactions are all
part of the model building that occurs annually.
Rest assured building the most representative
model that budgets will allow is a high priority for
the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. What
can we ask of hunters? We need you to fill in as
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many of the missing pieces as possible. Doing
things like reporting your harvest, participating
in the Bow Hunter survey, contributing CWD
samples and speaking up at public meetings are
all contributing parts.
Monitoring reproductive output of white-tailed deer
is an important component of effectively estimating
the size of the herd. Of concern throughout the
Midwest in recent years was an observed decline
in pregnancy rates of fawn does. Fawn pregnancy
rates in Iowa were estimated as high as 69% in
the late 1970’s, but recent observations suggest
those rates may have dropped to as low as 15%.
A similar decline is being observed in other
Midwest states such as Minnesota and Illinois
where fawn pregnancy rates were estimated at
15% and 20%, respectively. In 2013, the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources embarked on
an effort to collect reproductive rates and body
condition data on female white-tailed deer in
order to asses this issue. Data has been collected
opportunistically from 303 road killed does during
the months of February – May since 2013. On
average, only 10% of fawn does were pregnant

compared to 96% of yearling does and 95% of
adult does. Average litter size for pregnant does
ranged from 0.12 for fawns to 1.90 for adults,
meaning that most fawns are not pregnant and
most adults are pregnant with twins. Does this
decline in fawn pregnancy rates mean that Iowa’s
deer population is heading for a crash? Absolutely
not. What this does indicate is that our deer
population is naturally responding to a changing
world. Think back just a couple of decades of what
Iowa looked like. The habitat, people and yes the
deer population, are all quite different than now.
These natural population responses are expected,
and it’s our role to monitor these responses to help
us build that replica model of Iowa’s deer herd for
all to enjoy.
As you finish up your 2017 deer season take
some time to reflect on what you have observed.
Ask yourself what has changed, what has stayed
the same. Build your own predictive model of what
you are seeing and become a kid again just like on
Christmas morning.

www.iowabowhunters.org

www.iowabowhunters.org
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FALL FESTIVAL
Thanks to the Lord above for the great weather; thanks to all
that attended the Fall Festival; and many thanks to all our donors
and target sponsors. Please refer to our SPONSOR PAGE for
a complete list of donors that enable your IBA to be what it is.
Without them, neither the Spring Banquet or Fall Festival would
be possible. Please support those who support us!

As we send out surveys to our members, we strive to
incorporate some of the ideas that are mentioned. As always, we
are limited on volunteers, funds, and capabilities to incorporate
some of those ideas. All of our board meetings are open to
guests, so please come with new ideas and old problems so
solutions can be attained.

TARGET SPONSORS/DONORS (also refer to our SPONSOR PAGE)
Wapello Chief Bowmen
Johnson County Archers
Fin and Feather
Pine Lake Archers
Hy Vee Distribution Center
Taylor Photography
Buck Hollow Sports
Ted Nugent Kamp For Kids

Infinito Safaris
Heritage 1865 Outfitters
Palo Outdoors
Nipigon River Bear Hunt
Hoyt Archery
Raymond Bowhunters
Raccoon Valley Taxidermy
Clayton County Archers

Cal Struchen
Bear Creek Taxidermy
Rockytop Ranch
Sportsmans Warehouse
Scheels

2017 FALL FESTIVAL
NASP AWARDS
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2017 FALL FESTIVAL
NASP DAY AT FALL FESTIVAL

www.iowabowhunters.org
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2017 FALL FESTIVAL
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BOWHUNTER
PICTURES
2017 FALL FESTIVAL

Fall Festival
2017
www.iowabowhunters.org
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STORIES
Golden Velvet
by Ben Dodd

These large, oval shaped dirt beds were located where shade would
cover them most of the day.
The next step was to hang tree stands in these traditional bedding
areas. On Day five my buddy walked into camp and stuck his phone
in my face. On his screen was a photo of a wide, heavy muley he
had shot about an hour earlier. We spent the rest of the day enjoying
the scenery that surrounded us as we packed his buck off of the
mountains.
The next morning I was back in my tree stand and around 7:30 am I
could make out several bodies through the aspens. It was a bachelor
herd of bucks moving my direction, like a scene from right out of a
bowhunter’s dream! Eventually the rising sun highlighted the golden
velvet on a large 3X3 rack. This buck that had taken the lead and it
wasn’t long before two of the bucks were 30 yards in front of my
stand. The smaller buck bedded down so I came to full draw on the
3X3 and let the arrow loose. The buck stumbled over several down
aspens before he fell.

It had been over a decade since the three of us experienced our
first western bowhunting adventure on the Uncompahgre Plateau in
Colorado. Any lessons were learned on that trip and we still reminisce
about freezing at night because we slept on cots. However, images
of muley bucks emerging from the aspens at sunset also haunted
my memory. Eleven years later those visions of antlers covered in
golden velvet resurfaced when we received our mule deer tags in
the mail. The preparations for this D.I.Y. public land bowhunt began.
It had been a long wait and only two of us would return this round.
Late August arrived quickly and we found ourselves back on the
Plateau a couple days prior to season. Deer numbers were definitely
lower than eleven years ago but we were still seeing nice bucks at
dawn and dusk. The opening morning silence was broken as hunters
started up their ATV’s and diesel pickups. Unfortunately, the deer
changed their habits overnight and they held tight to the cover.
We quickly abandoned our initial game plan of glassing deer and
pursuing them on foot. Instead, we spent the next few days still-hunting
aspen stands and benches with down trees where we felt deer would
bed. It was tough to remain quiet working through the timber and
deer sign proved to be difficult to read due to the presence of cattle.
Eventually my buddy and I found areas where we bumped bedded
deer. We also discovered traditional deer beds in these locations.
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Both bucks had shed their red, summer coats. They were sporting
fresh, gray hides and their velvet was in good condition. We made
the dreaded call home to our wives and received permission to take
our deer to the taxidermist. We spent the next couple of days fishing
for trout as we waited for our venison to be processed.

THERE’S LOTS OF ROOM
FOR YOUR STORIES.
SEND SOME TO YOUR
EDITOR FOR THE NEXT ISSUE.
www.iowabowhunters.org

STORIES
To Move Your Stand Or Not To Move
By Robin Klemme

deer in my area adapting to agriculture change. The only deer
we witnessed growing up was along the Floyd River and one
particular heavy timbered creek west of town.
In the eighties, deer started living in the new terraces that were
built through government programs. This seemed to change
the whitetails habits, they no longer needed the timbered river
bottoms to hide out in. Today a Whitetail can lay down in an
open bean field and disappear. It’s as if they adapted to farm
country over time.
So what does this have to do with moving your stand? What I’ve
personally witnessed, is a favorite stand can go cold on a given
year, and then return viable at a later time. Hence, the deer I
shot this year, was that exact scenario. This particular stand
location was smoken hot three years ago and then two years
ago it went dry. I sat eight times in October and only saw two
does. Each weekend I thought it might get better if I remained
consistent, but I WAS WRONG. The Nov. rut kicked in and it
was like a mystic power was repelling deer from entering my
valley. On Nov. 9th I finally moved a ¼ mile over the hill to a
new stand location and had instant action. I actually scored on a
very nice buck later that day. Moving from one stand to another
increased my luck.

Is it best to hunt a buck off of consistency, or to hunt where you
actually see higher percentages of deer moving that particular
year? I’ve hunted bear in Canada for the past thirty years, and
most bear guides will tell you not to jump baits. I will at this time,
agree with this tactic, as I’ve witnessed bears taken on the 4th
and 5th night after seeing nothing the previous days. But that’s
bear hunting and now were talking whitetails.
Back in the seventies when I started bowhunting, tactics were a
little different, and the deer themselves were different. In 1976
the Iowa DNR estimated the Iowa deer population at about
60,000. Today it is closer to 350,000. So what changed! Well,
we have to give much credit to the IA. DNR for their role in
buck/doe ratios and harvest. But along with that I witnessed

THERE’S LOTS OF ROOM
FOR YOUR STORIES.
SEND SOME TO YOUR
EDITOR FOR THE NEXT ISSUE.
www.iowabowhunters.org

This year I returned to that dry stand location in late October.
The valley had once again regained really good action. The
main constant I noticed was, that 60 yards away was a higher
percentage of deer crossings. So at the end of that morning
hunt, I quickly moved my stand to a large tree, 60 yards to the
west. Within four days I returned to sit in this new stand and
instantly had deer moving by me. Not all of those deer would
have offered shot opportunity from the old stand site. However
my new stand location did. As luck would have it, at 10:00 in
the morning a large 10 pointer came in with a doe to eighteen
yards. I made the shot and watched the big boy tumble to the
west. My old standby stand would not have offered a shot at this
exact deer. Moving my stand 60 yards to the west increased my
deer crossings and therefore brought home the back-straps.
Forty years ago, hunting deer along the river proved successful
with sitting consistently and not moving your stand. In theory,
if you put your time in, then eventually the deer will travel
the river trails by your stand. But today, the quick and simple
combining of a cornfield, can completely alter your deers
movement, especially if there is adjacent standing fields nearby.
In the big timber, where I do most of my hunting these days,
something unknown can alter a deers routine as I personally and
painstakingly have experienced.
My thoughts to you are, don’t wait to long, to move your stand
like I’ve done many times over the years. But rather put yourself
in the deers path at that given season. You likely may return
someday to that original location, or not, but hopefully your
tweaking of your stand location is just enough to make that
crucial difference as it was once again for me.
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BOWHUNTER
STORIES
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AFRICA PICTURES

Jon Christensen with his Black Wildebeast

Jon Christensen with his Zebra

Jon Christensen
with his Kudu

Jon Christensen with his Impala
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BOWHUNTER PICTURES

Beth with her Springbok

Dave Stueve with his Eland

IOWA GAMES
The Iowa Bowhunters Association is proud to announce that they have partnered with the Iowa Sports
Foundation to bring you the official Iowa Games 3D Shoot through their IBA 100% clubs. The IBA
board of directors and Iowa games officials decided that it is best to have the shoot at the same club two
consecutive years. An application to host the shoot will be available soon in the IBA Iowa Bowhunter.
The location for the 2017/2018 Iowa Games shoot has been selected from the existing applicants and
will be held at South Central Bowhunters of Iowa club located near Chariton, Iowa.
IBA Board of Directors

IBA SHOOTOUT
IBA Shootout Application Process
If your 100% club is interested in hosting a leg of the IBA Shootout in 2018, contact Boyd Mathes
at 641-628-4586 or boyd@buckhollowsports.com. Contact must be made prior to December
1st, of the current year for consideration. Leg hosts are chosen by your IBA board of directors from
all applicants with hosts being notified early in the new year. The board would like to see location of
leg host clubs change each year, moving this shoot throughout the state; and giving all 100% clubs
a chance to host either the first or second leg. The third leg of the Shootout will always be at the Fall
Festival location.
www.iowabowhunters.org
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

SAVE THESE DATES!
March 2-4
2018
Iowa Events Center
Des Moines, Iowa

For more information visit: IowaDeerClassic.com • Or Call Steve Finegan at 319-269-1300

IBA Kiko Tovar Lifetime Achievement
Award Past Recipients
Laverne Woock

(one of founding fathers)

Cal Struchen
Grant Poindexter
Erv Wagner
Ron Steege
Craig Eckhardt
Randy Taylor
www.iowabowhunters.org
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
ELECTRONIC DELIVERY OF THE IOWA
BOWHUNTER

In keeping with our cost cutting measures and trying to keep up
with the electronic age, your board of directors has decided to
change how the Iowa Bowhunter is distributed. Beginning with the
summer issue, the Iowa Bowhunter will be printed on paper only
for the Winter issue and the Summer issue. These two issues will
contain all Spring Banquet and Fall Festival information. Along with
that, information you need to know from the two non-printed issues
such as stories, sponsor ads, DNR news, and other information will
still be contained in these two issues. So you won’t miss a thing;
but there will be a longer time frame between issues. The Spring
and Fall issues will no longer be printed on paper.
At the same time there will be four quarterly separate electronic
issues (Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall) in addition to the two
printed issues. We are incorporating an electronic flip-book version

of all four quarterly issues that will be located on our website and
can be linked from our Facebook page as well. The electronic
version will have hot links available to advertisers, sponsors, or
other pertinent information. The electronic versions will contain all
the information that is contained within the paper versions.
This change represents keeping up with changing times, but also
tries to keep our other readers informed also. We have found out
that electronic communication is the fastest, most convenient,
and most efficient way to reach our members. It is also the most
effective way to reach the rest of the people out there in our great
state of Iowa that may be possible members in the future. Most
people in our state do not even know the IBA exists. If all 40,000
plus bowhunters in Iowa were members, there would be no way
to communicate with paper only. Hopefully someday, we can sign
them all up.
IBA Board of Directors

IMPORTANT: UPDATE YOUR EMAIL CONTACT WITH IBA

The Iowa Bowhunter

If you are receiving
and not receiving IBA email updates from your board,
please contact Randy Taylor at tayphoto@netins.net.
Many of the emails sent out to members are getting rejected for various reasons.
If you have a new email address please contact Randy Taylor.
These emails are very important as they contain legislative
information and other related IBA information.
Pictures for IBA Annual

a CD through snail mail. If you email,
please send as a full size file (1MB or
larger). For 100% clubs, please send
in your photos together as a group if you
want your own page in Annual. If not
sent as a group, they will be shown in
the individual pages.

Send to:
Randy Taylor
Please send your harvest photos to
9965 Shrine St.,
Randy Taylor for future Annuals. All
contact information is posted below.
Reasnor, IA 50232
Deadline is June 15th. The annual will
641-793-2736 W;
now be designed in house by the IBA,
641-521-1050 C
so your cooperation in getting photos to
Jot
down
a
couple
details
about
your
Randy would be greatly appreciated, the
tayphoto@netins.net
animal (score, date of harvest, etc). We
don’t need a story just a little information.
You can send by email, hard copy, or Pictures are not returned.
sooner the better.

Want to make a difference?
Volunteer to be an IBA area rep!

/ Help work at our Spring Banquet and Fall Festival / Encourage membership to the IBA
/ Write reports for the Iowa Bowhunter / Become a liaison between the IBA Board and its members

CONTACT ANY CURRENT BOARD MEMBER
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION CONT.

Looking for a Few Good Men or Women

Are you at that stage in life that you have some time that you would like to volunteer
and give back. Your kids have left the nest and you don’t have grandkids yet. Are you
a dedicated bowhunter that cares enough about our sport that you are willing to give
up six days a year? The IBA is looking for a few good men or women to run for the
board of directors. As in any organization, we need new people to introduce new ideas
and stay current with the times to be successful; and also to continually improve the
IBA organization. Your involvement helps to ensure that the hunting opportunities we
enjoy now will continue for generations to come.

Terry Koppes
641-858-7182
tmkoppes@heartofiowa.net
Randy Taylor
641-521-1050
tayphoto@netins.net

The board meets 5 times a year and never during an archery season; after all we are
bowhunters. Three of the meetings are held separately in Des Moines, one is in Des Denny Bradley
Moines during the Spring Banquet, and one is in Eldora during the Fall Festival. If you 641-226-2584
bowhunterdb@gmail.com
would like more information please contact one of the people below.

IBA Total Bank Accounts as of 12/9/17................$60,600
Total Donations for 2017 as of 12/9/17...................$6,050
2017 Fall Festival Total Exp...................................$10,415
2017 Fall festival Total Income................................$5,063

CWD IN IOWA
Number 1 : Doug Chafa; Missouri River
Wildlife Unit Biologist for the IADNR (right)
instructs Conservation Corps of Iowa (CCI)
staff on how to remove lymph nodes from
hunted and roadkill adult whitetail deer during
a recent workshop held in Monona County IA
in December 2017.

Number 3: December 2017: Iowa Department of Natural Resources
staff and Civilian Conservation Corps of Iowa staff process hunter
harvested deer for CWD testing. Two lymph nodes located at the base
of the neck are collected and sent in for testing for Chronic Wasting
disease. After positive confirmation of CWD in SE Nebraska, Iowa
DNR wildlife staff plan to collect samples from 150 whitetail deer/
county located along the Missouri River in Western Iowa.

1

3

Number 2: Whitetail Deer heads collected in
Monona County Iowa from a hunting party for
CWD testing in December 2017.
2

4

www.iowabowhunters.org

Number 4: Information is collected for CWD samples: The lymph nodes
are collected in sample bags and froze to be sent to a lab for testing. A
tooth may also be collected for age information from adult deer. Hunters
can voluntarily donate deer heads to IADNR staff for testing. The IADNR
also collects roadkill deer, deer are also collected from county road
departments, Iowa Department of Transportation, city road departments,
The IADNR wildlife staff also works with deer processors and taxidermist
after receiving permission from the hunter. Information on roadkill deer
and voluntarily allowing your deer to be tested is appreciated.
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CWD IN IOWA CONT...
Whom Can You Contact?
If you have questions about CWD or the
information in this brochure, please contact
Wildlife Biologist Terry Haindfield. To have your
harvested deer sampled for CWD in Harrison,
Monona, Woodbury, Plymouth, Crawford,
Shelby, or Audubon counties, contact Doug
Chafa or the Missouri River Wildlife Unit.
To have your harvested deer sampled for CWD
in Pottawattamie, Mills, Fremont, Page, Cass, or
Montgomery counties, contact Matt Dollison or
the Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit
Terry Haindfield – Wildlife Biologist
Office – (563) 546-7960
Cell – (563) 380-3422
Sick deer anywhere in Iowa or road-kill deer in
Woodbury, Monona, Harrison, Shelby,
Pottawattamie, Mills, or Fremont counties can be
reported to any of the numbers listed below.
Missouri River Wildlife Unit
Biologist Doug Chafa (712) 420-2437
Wildlife Technician Office – (712) 458-2428

It is important to know that CWD is spread by
direct and indirect contact as the prions are shed
in the bodily fluids of infected animals and can
remain infective for years in the environment.
CWD was first discovered in northeastern
Colorado in 1967. Since then, CWD has been
detected in free-ranging populations and captive
facilities in many states. The DNR has collected
over 62,500 tissue samples for CWD testing
since 2002.
In April 2014, the DNR was notified that a deer
harvested south of Harpers Ferry in Yellow River
State Forest during the 2013 regular gun season
tested positive for CWD. This was the first known
case of CWD in a wild deer in the State of Iowa.
Up to now (Sept. 22, 2017), 18 deer have
tested positive; 17 in SE Allamakee County and
one in Clayton County (4 miles NW of Elkader).
Currently, it is not believed that humans can
contract CWD by eating venison; however, the
Center for Disease Control and the World Health
Organization recommend hunters avoid eating
meat of infected deer.

Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit
Biologist Matt Dollison (712) 350-0147

DNR’s Response to CWD

Wildlife Technician Office – (712) 387-2791

The DNR is asking for assistance from
landowners and hunters in dealing with CWD.
The DNR’s action plan is to increase CWD
surveillance efforts from hunter-harvested deer
in counties along the Missouri River. This extra
monitoring effort is needed due to five CWD
positive deer sampled in SE Nebraska. Local
DNR staff will work closely with hunters and
landowners who voluntarily provide lymph node
samples from deer during the hunting seasons.

For additional information on CWD and other
deer diseases in Iowa visit:
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Deer-Hunting/
Deer-Disease-Information
Revised September 22, 2017

What Can YOU Do?
Managing CWD in
Iowa hinges on the early
detection of the disease in
the deer herd. Support and
cooperation from the public
is essential to detect if the disease has spread
to other deer. There are several things that you
can do to assist the DNR with managing CWD
in Iowa.
Hunters in the Missouri River counties (see
map) are encouraged to donate samples from
their harvested deer to the DNR for CWD
testing. CWD samples can be accepted
from one year old deer and older. Fawns are
not being tested at this time. DNR Wildlife
personnel will be accommodating to successful
hunters in order to obtain as many samples
as possible. Do not throw carcasses on the
landscape – place it in heavy-duty plastic bags
and dispose with residential waste. If in doubt,
contact your local waste hauler or landfill for
requirements.
Landowners can report deer that are visibly
sick or injured and showing symptoms that are
consistent with those of CWD. Avoid using
minerals/salt licks or feed piles for deer. These
practices can concentrate deer and increase the
chances of spreading CWD and other diseases
from both direct and indirect contact. Hunting
deer over bait or mineral is illegal.
Motorists can report road-kill deer inside the
Missouri River counties to DNR wildlife staff so
the deer may be tested for CWD.

Wallace State Office Building
502 East 9th Street, 4th Floor
Des Moines, IA 50319-0034

What is CWD?
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a
neurological disease affecting deer, moose,
reindeer, and elk. It is caused by an abnormal
protein - known as a prion - that essentially
eats holes in the brains of infected animals. In
the latter stages of the disease, animals appear
disoriented, lethargic, and emaciated. They often
exhibit excessive thirst, salivation, urination and
drooping head and ears. It is always fatal to the
infected animal. Anyone seeing a deer exhibiting
these symptoms should immediately contact the
Iowa DNR.
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YOUTH BOWHUNTER
Youth Scholarship Essay Contest
The IBA will be offering a five hundred dollar scholarship to a
youth, graduating senior of current year that is a member of
the IBA. To earn this scholarship, you must write an essay not
more than 500 words on at least two of the following topics, and
include a photo of yourself.
What Bowhunting has taught me
What the IBA means to me
My most memorable experience with a bow
These essays must be in the hands of your IBA President no later
than July 5. Members of the IBA Board of Directors will judge
them. This scholarship cannot be given to the same person more
than once; and will be announced at the Fall Festival.
This scholarship will be given when notice of college enrollment
is provided to the IBA Treasurer; and the check will be written to
the college.
This essay must be in your own readable handwriting and not
an electronic document. See the Board Member section of

Bowhunter or the Website for your IBA Presidents’ contact and
address information.
I would like to publish some of our youths’ stories, but haven’t
received any for quite some time. Please send your stories to
the editor (see page 2). They can be anything from hunting to
NASP to helping put in a food plot to anything you want.
IBA Board of Directors

NASP Information
Promoting our youth is one of the main things the IBA has on
their priority list. As in the past, there will be prizes given away at
the NASP shoot this year at the Fall Festival. If you were unable
to shoot last year, plan on attending this year as it was a very
exciting and rewarding time. A lot of kids shot the shoot and a lot
of people also watched the event. We hope this event will grow
bigger and bigger each year; and hope to see you next year
too. Talk to your NASP group coordinator or contact any board
member for more information.

This was my first year going bowhunting ever. I was super excited. I went
with my dad, Aaron Vance, my papa, Ralph Vance, and a friend from
church, Donnie Acheson. My dad took time out of his busy day and week
to teach me how to shoot my bow. We went out on October 25th in Dallas
County. Me and my dad went to sit in the tree house they have there and
we waited for a while. I had to miss basketball to go hunting, and I promised
my coach some deer sticks. I was a little sad to miss practice but got real
excited by the time we got our bows ready and hopped on the four-wheeler
to go into the woods. Around 5:50 pm my dad, on the right side of me,
saw a flicker of a tail and told me to slowly keep checking each window in
case anything showed up. I already had different spots for 20 yards and 30
yards. So I was ready for anything to come walking towards me.
Around 6:15 pm out of the corner of my eye I thought I saw a nose, and
I heard the squirrels chattering. I turn towards my dad slowly and noticed
him still looking for the tail towards his right. I looked back and noticed a
buck coming down a deer path and saw him stop short and look right at
me. I whisper to my dad “There’s a deer” as I grab my bow. “It’s a buck!”
Slowly I attach my release. My dad tells me “30 yards.” He helps me to get
me right and tells me when to pull back. I pull back and took a deep breath
and released. I wait and then put my bow down, and I stay standing a little
longer. I started shaking and my heart still racing. My dad has his binoculars
looking for the arrow. We both couldn’t find it. My dad said he could hear
a thwack so that’s a start. A little later we climb down the stairs. Another
friend from church, Ralph Lane, was there and we tracked him for 100150 yards and found him. I thanked the Lord for the beautiful animal he let
me have, and we took probably 50 pictures. We loaded him up and took
him to the truck. I was so proud of myself, and I don’t think my dad has ever
been prouder.
Lauren Vance, 13 at the time

www.iowabowhunters.org
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IOWA BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION - RELATED INFORMATION

MISSION STATEMENT
OF THE
IOWA BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION
The Iowa Bowhunters Association proudly accepts the sport of bowhunting
for all legal game; To protect, improve and increase the opportunities
for hunting with the hand held, hand drawn bow; To cooperate with and
support federal and state agencies, sportsmen associations, and conservation
organizations, which are insuring the propagation and preservation of game
and its natural habitat; To encourage and conduct education programs
designed to acquaint the public and the archer with the safe and ethical use
of the bow for hunting and bowhunting as an effective method of hunting
legal game; To foster unity and perpetuate the spirit of good fellowship
among bowhunters.

WHAT IS THE I.B.A?
The I.B.A. is a statewide association made up of bowhunters. Its
purpose is to protect, defend, and promote bowhunting in the
state of Iowa.

HOW OLD IS THE I.B.A?
The Iowa Bowhunters Association was organized in 1967 by
a group of thirteen dedicated bowhunters from the state. This
group, the original board of directors, had over fifty years of
bowhunting experience. In addition, this group had many years of
hunting big game and small game with firearms.
www.iowabowhunters.org
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LIFE MEMBERS
Robert Roach
Evansdale, IA
Laverne Woock
Waterloo, IA
Richard Eldridge
Booklyn, IA
Richard Harris
LaPorte City, IA
Dennis (Whitey) Johnson
Waterloo, IA
Leroy Matthias
Waterloo, IA
Gene Winter
Waterloo, IA
Craig Eckhardt
Hampton, IA
Terry Schulz
Duncombe, IA
David MacDonald
Waverly, IA
David Willis
Lake City, IA
Gary Helgerson
Elkader, IA
Matt B. Koenig
Hampton, IA
Larry Zach
Ankeny, IA
Dave Holt
Lakewood, CO
Michael Heaser
Minneiska, MN
Murray Stewart
Kearny, MO
Don Brazelton
Ankeny, IA
Mark Armstrong
Council Bluffs, IA
Mick Brown
Council Bluffs, IA
Larry Stewart
Martelle, IA
Bill Behrens
Cedar Falls, IA
Doug Clayton
Council Bluffs, IA
Nathan Dirks
Spirit Lake, IA
John Carlson
Lake Mills, IA
John Koschmeder
Riceville, IA
Robert Rust
Webb, IA
Tom Oldfather
Elk Run Heights, IA
Todd Lehigh
Omaha, NE
Rayneal McKim
Altoona, IA
Gary Rieck
Waverly, IA
Richard Kelly
Missouri Valley, IA
Ritch Stolpe
Sioux City, IA
Randy Cooling
Dexter, MI
Patrick Sullivan
Cedar Rapids, IA
Chris Barton
Farragut, IA
Don Eggleston

Waverly, IA
Dana Rogers
Box Elder, SD
Bill Branderhorst
Newton, IA
Paul (Buck) Farni
Durango, IA
Steven Mosnik
Marion, IA
Ed Ulicki
Lehigh, IA
Donnie Morris
Sully, IA
Roger Bowen
Council Bluffs, IA
Robert Seger
Ft. Dodge, IA
Tim Friday
Union, IA
Ron Shrout
Gillett, PA
Douglas Beckman
Carroll, IA
Mike Blanchard
Des Moines, IA
John Haberl
Carroll, IA
Gary Liebsch
Glenwood, IA
Daniel Loftus
Douds, IA
David Lent
Marion, IA
Paul Fults
Muscatine, IA
Shawn Ryan
Eldridge, IA
John Keenan
Tama, IA
Harvey Dirks
Cedar Rapids, IA
Richard Schmitz, Jr.
Clinton, IA
Kelly White
Saylorville, IA
David Mason
Coggin, IA
Lynn Hoch
Indianola, IA
Tom (Fishbonker) Toycen
Mount Vernon, IA
Randy Taylor
Reasnor, IA
Jason Guisinger
Clive, IA
Kent E. Halstead
Donnellson, IA
Daryl Landsguard
Saint Olaf, IA
Timothy Callahan
Primgar, IA
Daniel Young
Des Moines, IA
Robert T. Buckley
Waterloo, IA
Charles Masko
Swisher, IA
Steven Sears
Council Bluffs, IA
Brian Wessel
Keokuk, IA
Barry Smith
Hot Sulphur Springs, CO
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Grant Pointdexter
Indianola, IA
Hunter White
Saylorville, IA
Charles Rehor
Prudence, RI
Michael Mealey
Indianola, IA
Jim Kieler
Raymond, IA
Matthew Kieler
Raymond, IA
Jacob Kieler
Raymond, IA
Willie Suchy
Chariton, IA
Jeff Manzer
Story City, IA
Mike Zoellner
Shelby, IA
Bob & Karen Branchcomb
Indianola, IA
Bill & Mary Stonebraker
Eldora, IA
Terry Tremmel
Indianola, IA
Joshua Carter
Nichols, IA
Reed E. Burres
Humboldt, IA
Jeff Inlow
Orient, IA
Clark Schmitz
Brunsville, IA
Terry Konchalski
Des Moines, IA
Troy Powell
Stuart, IA
Shann Poindexter
Melrose, IA
Kelly Kendall
Eldora, IA
John Dudley
Indianola, IA
Tom Litchfield
Chariton, IA
Brian Poindexter
Indianola, IA
Boyd Mathes
Pella, IA
Randy Nessler
West Branch, IA
Troy Westrum
Stratford, IA
Mathew Jessen
Altoona, IA
Jon Christensen
Castana, IA
Robin Klemme
Merrill, IA
Dray Walter
Blockton, IA
Jim Colwell
Knoxville, IA
Denny Bradley
Ottumwa, IA
Cory Wolf
North Liberty, IA
David Nennig
Osceola, IA

BOARD MEMBERS

Tom Toycen, President
78 Joel Lane
Mount Vernon, IA 52314
H-319-624-1397
C-319-330-3338
fishbonker@southslope.net

Jim Colwell, Vice President
480 Perry Dr.
Knoxville, IA 50138
641-891-5477
Jbcolwell99@gmail.com
Corey Thorson,Treasurer
1648 Cordova Ave.
Pella, IA 50219
641-780-5068
corey.thorson@pella.k12.ia.us
Randy Taylor, Secretary
9965 Shrine St.
Reasnor, IA 50232
641-793-2736
tayphoto@netins.net
Larry Krohn, Editor
3338 Sandy Beach Rd. NE
Solon, IA 52333
319-360-1707
ldkrohn@southslope.net
Terry Koppes
2002 11th St.
Eldora, IA 50627
641-858-7182
tmkoppes@heartofiowa.net
JD McDonald
1626 Roland
Chariton, IA 50049
641-203-1029
jdtam@iowatelecom.net
Chase McDonald
603 West Mills Street
Creston, IA 50801
641-202-5389
chasemcdonald12@hotmail.com
Boyd Mathes
776 190th Ave.
Pella, IA 50219
641-628-4586
boyd@buckhollowsports.com

Jon Christensen
32523 232nd Street
Castana, IA 51010
jonchristensen53@gmail.com
319-325-3389
Randy McPherren
314 W. Union Street
Unionville, IA 52594
641-895-4242
rpmcpherren@iowatelecom.net
Jake Stien
2632 75th Street
Watkins, IA 52354
319-540-4212
stien.jake@gmail.com
Bob Haney
1820 S. 9th Lane
West Des Moines IA 50265
515-491-4262
bob@bobhaney.com
John Rohrs
1306 SW 3rd St.
Ankeny, IA 50023
319-290-0638
johnrohrs@gmail.com
Dennis Bradley
12451 55th St.
Ottumwa, IA 52501
641-682-8412
bowhunterdb@gmail.com
Richard Bishop
604 West Scenic Valley Drive
Indianola, IA 50125
515-371-3390
richardabishop@msn.com
Karen Branchcomb
14956 Tyler Street
Milo, IA 50166
641-295-3399
docmom59@msn.com
Bob Branchcomb
14956 Tyler Street
Milo, IA 50166
515-238-9803
bob.branchcomb@gmail.com

www.iowabowhunters.org
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IBA Spring Banquet Awards Application
All entries must be postmarked by
February 28th, 2018
Name________________________________________________ Age_____________
Address_______________________________________________________________
Phone________________________________________________________________

1. You must be a member, in good standing, at the time you
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

harvest your entry.
All game must be taken within the rules of fair chase.
All entries must he postmarked by Feb. 20th.
All P&Y entries must he on P&Y or B&C score sheet and
signed by an official scorer.
All entries must he accompanied with photo. Information
must he written on back of photo. (Name, address, award).
All applicants must be at Spring Banquet to receive an
award.

BIG BUCK AWARDS
a.
Men’s Division
b.
Women’s Division
c.
Youth Division
d.
Minimum of 125 P&Y points
e.
Printable photograph
f.
Awards-given-for-Typical
& Non-Typical in each Division
g.
Only top 3 places in each division
receive plaques.
BIG GAME AWARDS (Certificate)
a.
All big game animals must meet
P&Y minimum scores
BIG TURKEY AWARDS
a.
1st place plaque
b.
All others receive cert.
c.
Must be weighed and measured
the same as IDNR rules. Send
copy of form.

Type of award or animal

DATE
MONTH

7. All age restrictions are at time of harvest.
8. All late season animals that require drying time for entry
will qualify for next years banquet.

9. Entrant must submit this application with photo.
10. Entries for Photo Contest must be delivered prior to
Banquet date. Unless other arrangements made
NOTE:
• Acceptance of awards application will require the
following of all rules (No Exceptions)
• I.B.A. is not responsible for entries lost in the mail.

BIG GAME (Certificate)
a.
For the FIRST big game animals
of a species
16 YEARS AND UNDER AWARD
(Certificate)
a.
Awards given for any Iowa
Whitetails or Turkeys
MASTER BOWHUNTER (Certificate )
a.
Five different species of big game
animals (no turkeys)
b.
Deer must be forked or better
EXPERT BOWHUNTER (Certificate )
a.
Iowa Whitetail deer only
b.
Must accumulate 8 points in a
3 year period
c.
Points are earned as follows:
4 points for a P&Y buck
3 points for a forked buck or
better
1 point for doe
May use 1 doe per award
P&Y SCORE PTS., WEIGHT TOM/
HEN OR ANY OTHER INFO

BIG FISH AWARDS (Certificate)
a.
First place men’s division
b.
First place women’s division
c.
First place youth division (17
years & under)
d.
All entries must be weighed on
scales legal for trade and signed
by a witness.
PHOTO CONTEST
a.
Wildlife division (Certificate)
b.
Still life division (Certificate)
c.
Hunting scene (Certificate)
d.
Trail Camera Division
e.
Best in show (Plaque)
f.
All photos must be 8x10 inches

LOCATION COUNTY,
STATE

WITNESS

MAIL ENTRIES TO: IBA Awards, c/o Randy Taylor; 9965 Shrine St; Reasnor, IA. 50232

Photos for IBA Annual are to be mailed to Randy Taylor at same address as above.
www.iowabowhunters.org
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES

ADVISORS
LEGISLATIVE
Laverne Woock
737 Denver
Waterloo, IA 50702
319/236-8220

NORTHEAST

NORTHWEST
Robin Klemme
22001 Kestrel Ave.
Merrill, IA 51038
712/541-8426
SOUTH CENTRAL
Tammy McDonald
1626 Roland
Chariton, IA 50049
641/774-4241
jdtam@iowatelecom.net

Cal Struchen
3278 Rising Lane
Toddville, IA 52341
319/393-2448
Daryl Landsgard
17613 Gunder Rd.
St. Olaf, IA 52072
563-783-2451
maplelawn@netins.net
SOUTHEAST
Al Coblentz
706 13th St.
Kalona, IA 52247
319/524-6462
aktt@mchsi.com

Doyle Kincy
7304 Monroe Ct
Urbandale, IA 50322
dwkincy@msn.com
515-710-4752
Andrew Jackson
6155 Cedar Crest Dr.
Apt. #103
Johnston, IA 50131
jacksona2@central.edu
515-238-1332

Mike Robertson
2129 12th St.
Camanche, IA 52730
mcrobertson@mchsi.com
Brian Wessel
36 Prices Creek Rd.
Keokuk, IA 52632
319/313-9251
brianwessel@ymail.com

Matt Sweeney
5324 NW 88th Ct.
Johnston, IA 50131
319-361-7868
matt.sweeney2@gmail.com

Think Safety!!!!

IBA LOBBYISTS
Avenson, Oakley & Cope

BOARD ATTORNEY
David Willis
107 W. Main St.
Lake City, IA 51449
712-830-0015

IBA WEBMASTER
Iowa Website Design
213 Osborne Lane
Elkader, IA 52043
563-880-2115
sales@iowawebsitedesign.com

IBEF STATE
COORDINATOR
David Mason
5859 3rd St. North
Coggon, IA 52218

PUBLICATIONS EDITOR
Larry Krohn
3338 Sandy Beach Rd.
Solon, IA 52333
319-360-1707

ADVERTISING RATES
(Must be an IBA member)
(Send ads to the editor)
4-Newsletters:
Full Page Ad........................................ 1 Issue.......................................$ 100.00
1 Year............................................375.00
Half Page Ad....................................... 1 Issue............................................. 60.00
1 Year............................................220.00
Quarter Page Ad................................. 1 Issue............................................. 40.00
1 Year............................................140.00
Business Card Ad............................... 1 Issue............................................. 25.00
1 Year.............................................. 80.00

JUNIOR AREA REPRESENTATIVES
Dylan John McDonald, Braydon Sims,
Elijah Collins, and Abram Collins.
Junior Area Rep Corner
The above named are the junior area reps. Becoming a junior area
representative is not a free ride so to speak, but does include some
expectations and responsibilities. New ideas are always welcome and
hopefully these youngsters will be able to provide some to our organization.
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Providing feedback by means of the Iowa Bowhunter newsletter is one way
of keeping in touch and relaying information to other young members of the
IBA. Providing pictures, writing an article, and helping out at events are all
ways to get involved. An example would be to write about an experience at
an NASP tournament, or the Fall Festival, or one of your hunting excursions.
As always, you don’t have to be a junior area rep to provide articles, pictures,
or other information. That is welcome from all members. Congratulations to
these young people and welcome to the junior area rep venture.

www.iowabowhunters.org
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2017 IBA COMMITTEES
AWARDS
Randy Taylor

NOMINATIONS & REPS
Terry Koppes

BOWHUNTER PUBLICATION
Larry Krohn

SPRING BANQUET
Jake & Katie Stien

FALL FESTIVAL
Larry Krohn, Jon Christensen
Terry Koppes, JD McDonald
all area reps, all board members

ADVERTISING
Randy Taylor, Boyd Mathes,
Larry Krohn

FALL FESTIVAL 3-D TARGETS
Jim Colwell, Boyd Mathes,
Corey Thorson

SPONSORSHIP
Corey Thorson (chair), Larry Krohn,
JD McDonald

FINANCE
Randy Taylor (chair),
Corey Thorson,
Denny Bradley

MERCHANDISE
Chase McDonald
JD McDonald

FUND RAISING
Live & Silent Auctions
Larry Krohn, Denny Bradley,
Jon Christensen, Jake Stien,
John Rohr
RAFFLES
Boyd Mathes, Jim Colwell,
Corey Thorson, Jake Stien
LEGISLATION
Randy Taylor, Randy McPherren
Tom Toycen, Denny Bradley,
Bob Haney

DEER CLASSIC
Tom Toycen,
Randy Taylor, Jim Colwell
100% CLUB LIAISONS
Terry Koppes
MARKETING
Katie Stien, Boyd Mathes,
Corey Thorson
Jim Colewell
Jake Stien

Please note: The individuals listed above are only primary points of contact for their
respective committee. As with any non-profit organization, the success of our organization
is based on dedication and more importantly, volunteerism. Our organization is currently
over 1,500 members strong. Volunteerism should never be one of our weaknesses.
Please continue to support these committees and our organization by volunteering your
time. To see how you can help, please contact any of the individuals listed above to show
your support to our organization.

IBA BOARD 2018
MEETING DATES
All meetings open to the public.
Contact board member for location.
Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 3 (SB),
June 3, July 15, Aug. 4 (FF)
Sep. 9, Dec. 9

www.iowabowhunters.org

POPE AND YOUNG
SCORERS

Brandenburg, Garry....................................................................... Albion
Parris, George............................................................................ Audubon
Templeton, Randy.................................................................. Blue Grass
Jeff Coonts......................................................................................Buffalo
Japsen, Jeffrey..........................................................................Burlington
Steve Finegan.........................................................................Cedar Falls
Briney, Larry.......................................................................Cedar Rapids
Nordman, Jeff....................................................................... Charles City
Schrody, DDS David.....................................................................Clinton
Clayton, Doug.................................................................... Council Bluffs
Kerian, Randy................................................................................ Cresco
Casey, Michael........................................................................... Dubuque
Filbrandt, Robert...................................................................... Lake Mills
Panthen, David..............................................................New Providence
Mealey, Don..................................................................................Norwalk
Huffman, Joe...................................................................................Osage
Bradley, Dennis.......................................................................... Ottumwa
Arnold Vest.................................................................................. Ottumwa
Grimes, Leonard............................................................................... Pella
Gerald Dowell.................................................................................... Pella
Paul, Dick.................................................................................... Red Oak
Hempey, Guy............................................................................ Sioux City
Phelps, Karen..................................................................... South Amana
Glen Salow.............................................................................. St. Charles
Oldfather, Tom............................................................. Strawberry Point
Moenk, Bob................................................................................... Swisher
McPherren, Randy....................................................................Unionville
Howing, Ronald......................................................................Wallingford
Black, Bill......................................................................................Wapello
Pfeiffer, Donald..................................................................... Washington
Coburn, Chad A...............................................................................Victor
Caldwell, Chris......................................................................... Wellsburg
Gustafson, Marc.......................................................................... Spencer
Baumler, Duane C...................................................................... Decorah
Miller, Loren D.............................................................................. Lansing
Chappell, Tracy........................................................................ Monticello
Best, Dan......................................................................................... Lisbon
Ritz, Mike............................................................................... Orange City
Herrick, T.J......................................................................................Algona
Freymiller, Kevin................................................................... Des Moines
Paarker, Daryl..............................................................................Bellevue
Parcher, Phillip.................................................................... Marble Rock
Crum, Arnie..................................................................................Waukon

Answers for hidden objects:
IBH Cover, little bowhunter on picture; p. 5 Screen-Tech Ad on
antlers top of logo; p. 9 hoof on Outdoors Dan Young Picture;
p. 13 bow on picture top right; p. 20 arrow on picture top right;
p. 27 buck head on Dave Stueve picture.
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$10.00 IBA merchandise coupon
Valid for current year 2018
Redeem this coupon at either the Spring Banquet
or Fall Festival for IBA merchandise only.

Can only be used with a purchase of $25.00 or more.

Not redeemable for cash. Limit one coupon per IBA membership.

IOWA BOWHUNTERS ASS’N.
MERCHANDISE SALE

• Womens T’s
• Mens T’s
• Hoodies

• Sweatshirts
• Hats

• Koozies
• Decals

Contact Chase McDonald at 641-202-5389
or see website at www.iowabowhunters.org
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